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President’s Perspective
Dateline, Dallas: 20Jul85

Hello!

Welcome to the August meeting of DAL-ACE. It was just
2 few weeks ago since we last met. Even 50, sany
interesting and important things have happened. Read
on and 1’11 share aore!

Septeaber Meeting At The Infomart

Here’s the latest scoop on our sove to the Infomart.
RENENBER, FROM NON ON, ALL DAL-ACE MEETINGS WILL BE
HELD AT THE INFOMART' See elsewhere in the newsletter
tor the directions and tises.

Information booth,  This is the first contact with
ANYTHING that you’ll have when you enter the Infoaart.
There will be information booths for each group as you
enter the building. GO IMMEDIATELY TO THE ONE MARKED

ATARL!

This booth is where you get your badge and can find
out the schedule for the day. VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
to man this booth. Please see ge or any of the
officers if you can give us some time. Resember i+
EVERYBODY contributes a little then we ALL can enjoy
the day a lat.

Badges.  You MUST WEAR a badge while in the Infosart.
Stop at the information booth on the way in. You’ll
be given either: a)A permanent badge, i+ you're a
paid-up mesber prior to August, or h)A tesporary badge
if you have recently joined or are bringing gquests.
The permanent badge is yours to keep and must be
brought with you each time you visit the Infomart.
Temporary badges are good only for the day. Please
bring guests and family sembers!

Vendors. The vendors will be on the first floor in an
area designated for thes.  Ask at the inforsatien
booth where that area is this menth.

Club Sales, Club sales (disks, t-shirts, etc.) will

also be on the first floor, Again, ask at the
information booth where that area is this month.

Garage Sale, Our garage sale tables will be SUSPENDED
FOR THE GSEPTEMBER MEETING.  This is to allow us a

little time to evaluate how our new schedule and home

is working. Stay tuned to the newsletter for an
announceaent of its resuasption.

All seetings. There will be easles set up at key
places around the Infomart. They will list the
schedules and meeting rooss for ALL aeetings for ALL
clubs (including us) during that day. Check there for
the whereabouts of the meetings. Check also at the.
information booth if you have questions. '

5165 and Classes, If you are a 516 leader or {in the
near future) a class instructor and you want to hold a
seeting, please see the Vice President for scheduling a
rooa. If this is to be a continuing event, infora hia

of that also. It will make his life easier,

Loose children. THERE MON'T BE ANY' You are invited
to bring your children to the meeting with you.
Remesber, you are responsible for their behavior. It
is within the rights of the Security Officers, the
Dallas Computing Council, or any officer of DAL-ACE to
ask an individual to leave if they exhibit unreasonable
behavior. This pertains tao baoth adults and children.
Please work with us on this.

32087 News

As I write this, I have heard that Atari has shipped
the first truckloads of the 5205Ts to the distributars.
They should be in the hands of the retailers when you
read this.

The 3205Ts will be in very limited supply, though.
They will include a monochrose amonitor and GEM
{Graphics Environment Manager) on disk. GEN will NOT
be in ROM as has been rumored. I don’t know if (or
when) there will be any possibility of an upgrade froe
GEM on disk to GEM in ROM. Stay attuned to our vendors
for news.

I have had a limited asount of exposure to the 52057
but what 1’ve seen is impressive. The clarity of the
sonochrome graphics is supurb. The speed of the disk
drive (for me) is satisfactory. I only wish I had a
few hundred dollars to spend...

Change of officers and volunteers

With our emergency elections last month and other
peaple entering and leaving the club, there have been
some changes in personnel. Here then, is a rundown on
tasks and the people to see.




-~ Persan --
Howard Chang
Jetf Golden

John Pellet

--~ Task or Activity --
Bulletin Board

_ Disk library

Newsletter co-editor

General complaints, compliments and suggestions
Tie Clarke
Bob Dain
Roger Markley
John Olson

Your nase & address Toa Burke
Your soney Don Adaas
Beneral questions about the bulletin board, disk

library or newsletter
John Pellet

Meeting desos and scheduling HMerris Stephens
Where the buck stops ge, Dave Gillen

Closing
Once again, I want to thank you for reading iy

perspective of things. And reseaber, you really DO
know more than you think! Enjoy your club.

Dave
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Coming Attractions

By Dave Billen and Morris Stephens

Hello there. Helcome to the <:eting! This is the
coluan vou should check first to see what we are
planning for demonstrations, speakers, clinics, and
other broohaha,

We need your help for many of these things. In the
Next HMonth and Future Topics categories, we need
volunteers to demonstrate software and hardware.
Please help us! Ever used some package that you

- thought was the greatest thing since sliced bread?

Hell, demonstrate it!
If you feel a bit uncoafortable about talking hefore a
group of felks, don’t worry' There's nothing to it.

You really do know more than you think!

On with the show.

This Month {JAug8s)

{1:30am, # seeting of the Adventure SIG. This geeting
#ill be held in Meeting Room D.

12:00pm, Desonstration of new disks in the club
library. These will be on display at the front of
Heeting Room E.

12:13ps, A New Mesber Bet Together. If you're new to
DAL-ACE or to cosputers in general, this is the
meeting for you. We hope to answer soae of your
deepest questions and clear up some of your darkest
fears about that expensive plastic box that you
bought. This meeting will be held in the lieeting Rooa
b.

12:30pa, The business meeting. This will be held in
the Meeting Roos E.

1:30pm, Deaonstration of Super Sketch. This will be
held in Heeting Room D.

2pa, Demonstration of some animation programs. This
will also be held in Meeting Rooa D.

3pa, The Board of Directors Meeting. This will be
held in the Meeting Rooa D.




Be sure to ask plenty of questions at the
desonstrations. After all, this is your club. Finally,
a big THANK YOU to everyone that gave sose time for the
desonstrations.

Next Month (145epB3)

The theme for next month is more graphics!

This is a subject that is nearly inexhaustible. We
will continue in September with demonstrations of
various screen dump prograss.

There is also the possibility that a aystery guest .

speaker may preeapt these demonstrations. At press
time we don’t know which will happen but both promise
to be a good tise.

Future Topics

At press time we were in the process of changing
positions.  We don’t know exactly what the offerings
will be for the next few months. As always, though, it
should be a good time.

Again, if you have something that you want to see or
want to show, please call us at hose or talk with us at
the meeting.

Caveat

All of the above is subject to change at the last
pinute without notice (yeah, we know but we had to say
it). Always check this colusn for updates or check the
*Topics of the Day" sheets that are posted at the
seeting.

Thanks and Enjoy.

Heeting Schedule

Mark on your calendars these dates for future DAL-ACE
seetings:

Baturday, 14 Septesber 1983, 11:30am
at the Infomart

Saturday, 12 October 19853, 11:30aa
at the Infosart

Saturday, 9 Novesber 1983, 11:30as
at the Infomart

COMMUNICATIONS COLUMN
by John Pellet

1 would like to thank everyone who signed one of the
yolunteer lists at the July meeting. We appreciate
your willingness to help. You will hear from me. Now
here’s the news this month.

Newsletter News - Not much is happening this month.
Mark 15 still out of town and we’re putting it together
without him,

Disk Library News - We now have a new disk librarian.
Jeff Golden 1is going to be replacing George
Rodenheiser. Jeff “volunteered and [ think we can

expect improvements in the library. George simply has

top little time to do the job he and I wanted. The
disks thic month are:

#41 - WINNER, a 317 sector graphics demo. This is the
winner of Antic’s color-the-cover contest. éiso
included are the DOS 2.5 utilities (SETUP, DISKFIX, &
COPY32) which are now also on #36 (the DOS 2.5 and
MAGIC LANTERN disk). These utilities were not on the
original #56 disk.

#62 to Héd - MOVIE PLAYER and multiple movie files.
For additional information see Steve Supinski‘s article
elsewhere in this issue,

BBS MNews - There are now 104 members with passwords.
We’ve added about 35 new member passwords since June 1.

In the month of June about 938 calls were made to the
BBS. Total useage was about 8 hours per day, with 784
of that time  between dpm and Zam.  Almost
three-quarters of the time the interval between calls
was less than 18 minutes,

Downloads are now restricted to 3 per session. Also,
users must upload a file or leave 2 messages for every
9 downloads.  Both of these changes should encourage
submissions.

14 you haven’t signed on recently you will see
additions to the database section, streamlined sign-on
process, and ciarified the private mail function.

We hope to increase the disk space available :n the
near future by 688K,  This should allow a larger
message area plus more download space online. Stay
tuned for future improvements.

BYE FOR NOW!
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MOVIE MAKER
An Easy Way To Animate

by Steven Supinski

For those who enjoy creating animation sequences by
computer, Movie Maker is remarkable. Without using
Atari‘s player missile graphics, the Movie Maker
program allows up to 6 "actors” on the screen at one
time.  Each “actor® can have up to 16 completely
independent “pages” which an actor “flips through” at a
speed(B-14) chosen by the animator. Each actor is
independent from the rest and may be directed around
the screen at varying speeds under joystick controly
all the while flipping through its independent sequence
at a unique speed as well.

The program is broken down into 4 parts. First, shapes
must be drawn with which to define actors. Each actor
can have 14 shapes at most. A preview option is
provided which allows the animator to see what the
defined sequence looks 1like at various speeds. If
there is anything wrong, the actor can be redefined
{his shapes may be rearranged) and any or all shapes
may be redrawn, At this time a background is also
created, The background in no way affects the
performance of the actors, just as if they were player
missiles (but they aren’t), Handy features include:
outlining pieces of a screen and moving them around
{duplication and concatenation), zoom, color switch,
mircoring, restore, and inserting color. The shapes
and background are defined on separate pages, moving
images between them is easy.

The second part of t: :~ogram is the record section.
In this section, the animator has 388 frames in which
his actors can change positions. It's similar toa
video recorder in that you can playback what you record
instantly, no waiting for processing. Each actor is
recorded separately, one after another, and may be
repositioned by frame or rerecorded entirely. The
actors movements are controlled by joystick and
keyboard.  For instance, I may record at a frame rate
of é(six frames per second) while my joystick moves the
actor a distance of 3 pixels per frame and my actor
flips through his sequence at a guickness rate of 7,
Many variations are possible,

The third section

is the smooth section. After an
animation sequence is defined it is still slightly
jerky. It doesn’t have any flicker but the sequencing
of the actors is not as smooth as it could be. The
smooth section corrects this,  After smoothing an
animation, it can be played back by the fourth section
of the program. Furthermore, the speed of the final
animation is alterable even in its finished form. It
can even be stopped on any frame or advanced at a very
slow speed (one frame at a timel.

The program does have limits:

t. Only four colors - What else is new?

2. Sixty-four shapes - Furthermore, all sixty-four
shapes have to fit on a single graphics 7 screen. This
is obviously a memory problem. Even though the number
of shapes is limited to one page, each frame of an
actor can be made up of any part of the graphics 7

PARGE <&

screen and the actors sequences can be redefined in the
middle of a recording, making the number of possible
yariations limitless. .

3. Three hundred frames per animation - Again, a
memory problem. 1he duration of each animation depends
upon the frame rate at which it was recorded, the
number of frames used, the number of actors on the
screen at any given time, and their size. 38 seconds
is perhaps a top end for normal speed.  But an
animation may be made to loop, effectively making it
endiess.

The only real fault in the program is the manner in
which it allows you to draw shapes and backgrounds -
with a joystick, pixel by pixel! This can be overcome
however, by drawing with Micropainter, Micro
Illustrator, or Paint, and then converting the image to
a Movie Maker format (& very easy process). [ have
used this technique to draw sequences of walking,
running, sKipping, jumping, and shuffling men. To
increase the duration of the animation, I video tape
pach sequence and edit them together with titles and
credits as well. Instead of using the program’s sound
system, 1 prefer to edit sounds onto the final video
tape instead.

Supposedly, the IFS people are working on 2 new version
of the program for the new computers. Allready, they
have a version for the 888 which works in high
resolution with 14 actors, but they don’t sell it
commercially, 1t’s leased {or arcund $4686 or
contracted out for a percentage of all profits made
from the use of the program, T still haven't seen the
professional version, but I «can’t Relieve that it's
that good.

Incidentally, Family Computing is sponsoring a Movie
Maker contest. Animations can be sent to the magazine
or uploaded to CompuServe. The grand prize is $388
with 3 previous awards for best animation received o
date and runners up. The total prize money is $1588
ang the most that any one person could win ic 3960,
assuming he had the best animation o Jite 200 four
times.

To see the program in action, be at the August meeting.
I will demo it then,

(EDITOR'S HNOTE:  Per Steve, Movie Maker is now in the
public domain, so il can be found in our library!}

8 BIT FOR THE STAR 5618 PRINTER
by Morris Stephens

In upgrading from the old Gemini series priniers to the
new 356, 8D, SR series, many new nice features were
added and several dip switches were added to support
those features.  Unfortunafeiy, the 8-bit onfoff dip
syitch was  ommitted. Consequently, the 8-bit mode,
which is necessary fo tiranslate inverted text into
readable characters, is addressable only from the
computer with the wuse of control codes. The proper
codes are: 8-BIT OM: "ESC 2" or [CHR4(Z7) CHR$C2YI and
8-BIT OFF: °ESC =" or [CHR$(27) CHR$(4D)].




THREE-COHPUTER HORK-STATION, 99
by Jefi Golden

Some of you, no doubt, will need a place to park your
new 32857, 8o, I felt that this was the right time for
a work station article,

The station that I's about to describe ic a big one
that is capable of holding more than one computer. It
can also double as a book case, or as a writing desk,
The unit fits compactly up against a wall, and it
provides a large asount of storage in a small amount of
5pace,

The sain desk top ic BF inches wide, and it comes in
several different depths. There are three 18" shelves
sounted above the desk top, and all of the herizontal
surfaces are adjustable.

The decor is early Phillipine MHahogany Venser. The
unit can be varnished to a furniture finish, or you aay
choose to paint it.

Like most of the ready-sade computer tables, this unit
coses knocked down, and vou have to screw it together.
Total construction tise is about two hours, {not
counting the paintingd,  Putting it together is so
easy, a thirteen year old could de it, so it sounds
like a great learning project for a2 youngsier.

If you are still reading this, your next guestion
probably is, "Breat. Where can I get one of these big,
$99, work stations?f. You haven't seen theam in the
stores have you?

I would be willing to bet that you have walked past
these work stations many times. Every lusber store has
a few. For some crazy reason, they call thea doors.

You know, the light-weight, hollow-core, interior kind.
Tie six of them together and you have a beautiful work
station kit. Mo sawing or sanding necessary.

The doors come in various widths. The eighteen inch
doors are perfect for the sides of your work stationm,
and for the chelves.  fn eighteen inch door costs
$11.99, at Payless, which is less than you would pay
for a low-grade closet chelf. Be sure you get the
doors with the wooden edges, (scae doors come with
cosposition edges).

I used a twenty-four inch door for sy desk top, but I
now realize that a wider door would have been better.

Doors are cheap, so I will probably go buy a bigger
oRe.

Now comes the beauty of building your own work-station.
You can build the station to it vyou, and your
cosputer. Mo ready-made can make that statesent.

A typing desk top should be a little lower than
noreal table top. To find the most comfortable height,
do a little experisenting.

and some stacks of old
magazines.  Place the desk tfop on the chairs and
sagazines, Get out your cosputer keyhoard, and then
proceed to adjust the height of the top, until it is at
the best typing position for you. MHeasure the distance
to the fleor, and then gark off that distance on the
side panels of your statien.

Take tuo kitchen chairs

Now that you know where the desk top will be, you can
{igure out where to place the remaining shelves. Thig
will depend on the ameasurements of your cosputer
equipaent, the length of your cables, and your personal
needs.

The following is reccamended: Allow plenty of space
above your coaponents for ventilation, five or six
inches above a TV set or sonitor, and two or three
inches above a disk drive. Disk drives should be at
least siv inches fros the monitor. A good place for
them is on a shelf above the monitor. The transforsers
can be hidden behind the drives. The daisy chain cable
cosing from the drive may be a little short, but it can
be routed to the keyboard by wmeans of an intersediate
upil such as, an 8538 interface.

There are many ways of fastening the shelves to the
sides of the station. I used three-inch brass corner
bracketz made by GStanley. They came with screws in
packages of four, (§2.99 at Handy-Dan). Fasten the
brackets close to the edges of the doors. The hollow
center of the door will not hold the screws.

Using screws and brass brackets to assemble the station
has several advantages. They look nice, and it will be
easy to sove the shelves for that next computer.
Someday, you may also want to take it apart and move to
Atlanta, The assesbled station will not fit through a
doorway, so a wise move 1is to asseable the unit in the
roos where it will be used.

After screwing the sides and shelves together, your
unit may still be a little weak in the knees, It may
sway fros side to side, due te the lack of cross
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bracing. Cross bracing is provided by nailing a panel
on the back. The back panel does not have to be very
strong. & guarter-inch thick hard-board panel will do.

The lusber company will be happy o cut off one end of
a standard 4° ¥ 8° panel for you. They have a special
caw frame for this purpose. The finished size you need
ic 48 inches by 82 and one-half inches.

You will want to cut some heles in the back panel te
thread the cables through. Funning the cables behind
the panel conceals thes from view, particularly the
ores that dangle froe the upper shelf.

You may want to fasten the unit to the wall so that it
cannot be tipped over. Children have been known fo
cligh up on thinge when they want sosething. This
includes visiting kids, so the danger is there, even if
your kids are grosn apd gone.  Hever mind the kids,
think about what could happen to all those computers.

That about does it. It has taken ae longer fo write
thigs article than it did 1fg build the work station. |
hope that this idea will he of some value to you, as it
has been to me. Happy coaputing,

— oy,
*_____—_ SQM _—ﬁ

P ———eeeeee” N ]
w o

'}‘{ 1 G;‘o“ Ans\'

#%3% SI6S ®xx

Here are the SIG leaders and their phone numbers.
fuestions relating to SIG activities should be directed
to the appropriate person below. Ouestions relating to
starting a 516 may be addressed to the President.

Steven Mark]éy, 231-4918
481-1791

Adventure SIG
Beginning BASIC 516 - Leo Scott,
C 516 Pat Moore, 557-3713
Communications 516 -- Ken White, 224-4374
Graphics 516 Steve Supinski, 243-4888
Pascal 516 David Miller  391-1924

RAM DISK FOR THE 8@8xL

Here are some simple instructions downloaded from
Compuserve that set up a RAMDISK in the 888XL. Note
the warning on space limitations.

{1) BOOT WITH DOS 2.5

{2 POKE 1882 ,PEEK(1882)+128
{3> 60 T0 DOS

{4 BINARY LOAD RAMDISK.COM

{3 FORMAT DRIVE 8

6> WRITE DOS TO DRIVE 8

{7» DELETE D0S.SYS FROM DRIVE 8
{8 GO TO BASIC

(%) POKE 543936

{i8) 60 TO DOS

1 everything has been done correctly, the DOS menu
should appear almost instantly.

14 you use MEM.SAV, create it on Di: and copy it to
D8:.  Then delete the D1: version. Having MEM.SAV on
D8: makes going to and from Basic super-fast!

COMMENTS: Step 2 adds DB: to the list of active drives.
Step 7 tells DOS to look for DUP.SYS on D8:.

CAUTION: DB: has only about 118 sectors available - not
the 499 that the directory shows!

If you write more than D8: can hold, it will destroy
itself, However, you can restore it by re-formatting
D8: and repeating steps & and 7. :

If you don’t need to go back and forth between Basic,
vou can omit steps 4,7,8,% - and use the entire D8:
L ] IJLP
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Legs for your Epson
by Jef{ Golden
Spee time ago an inventive genius designed and marketed
a set of legs to raise an Epson printer 3 or 4 inches
off the table top, thereby making room for the paper.

You can make a set of these legs yourself in about five
minutes, The Epson has four deep holes on  the bottoe
for the case screws. A 3/8ths inch dowel, {49c at
Handy-Dan’s), will fit inte these holes and when
pressed, will stay there. Finish the job with 3/8th
inch crutch tips, (also 49c at H.D.). "

It’s amazing how much better your printer will stack
paper.




“ITADDS NEW
LIFE TO THE

- Peter Ellison
ROWM Mhgazine
Dec/Ja 85
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Rather than hearing our claims for ICD’s
SpartaDOS and US Doubler, we think you’'d
rather know what others say:

I
i
m

|

“ICD has done something | didn’t think was “Besides that, they created two chips (Ultra
possible...a product so revolutionary it adds Speed Doubler) that will make your 1050
new life to the Atari...SpartaDOS is the best disk drive store almost twice as much data

I have ever used...(it changed) my Atari’s on a single disk and run much faster.”
whole concept of what a Disk Operating '

System should be. Thanks, Peter. What more can we say?

METROPOLITH

COMPUTER/UIDEDO SYSTEMS
801 AVENUE "K" « PLANO - TEHAS o 75074 + (214) 578-8504




PAPERCLIP
Reviewed by John Pellet

PAPERCLIF by Batteries Included (BI) is the latest and
greatest full-featured word processor for the 8 bit
Atari Tine, It packs a huge list of features. A great
looking package from one of the hottest software houses
in the 4582 world {Atari, Apple, Commodore, ...).

14 you need a full-blown word processor, beyond
HOMETEXT or ATARIWRITER, then PQPERCL}F {FL1, WRITER'S
TOOL <WT¥, and LETTER FERFECT LFY are the only choices
that 1 knaw of. We've had good reviews of 2l 3 of
these in the last ¢ months, the latest being Morris
Stephen’s rave PAPERCLIP review last month., 1°d Tike
to throw in & few words of caution about the current
yersion of PAFERCLIP, As everyone Knows who has used
an early version of LP, W7, PL, or other major
applications software (for the &tari or  any other
machine), there tend to be MANY “undocumented features’
{i.e., bugs that survived beta festingd. Each major
revision of serious applications packages for the Afari
has fixed bugs AND zdded substantive features {e.g., LP
in 88 columns in version 3 and dictionary in versise
&y, FCowill do the zame with its scheduled mid-summer
release.,

The bugs @'ve encouniered or heard about zre briefly
described belaw.

The contral codes zesm confusing and wery jumbled at
first, Simitar devsirokes do very different thinas.
Far example, {CNTRLIR 15 black  right and
{INTRLP{SHIFT:R ic read disk., Ho EﬁmmAHd reference
card is supplied.

The use and customization of orinter drivers is far
cl ;-\ 2 ar i

{rom Bar, , ihe master ZisK contains &
tpson drivers ion anydnere about the

differences or best, The cuziom printer
driver cnnetruL?ian iuufnnn wﬁrk~ but ie very awkward -

it has a HUGE zet of menus that must be gone through
serially, with noway to skip to the one menu vou want,
To change z zingie byie vou have to hit the return Key
gver {38 times!

The manual savys the oprogram supporis microspace
justification {pad each character with #xtrs space not
add spaces between words) but with my Froweiter plus a
coupie ot other printers ue heard about or tried, it
adds microspaces between WORDS, Uniike LP w. &.8x, it
does ot zupport  proportionzl  spaling Li.E.,  eadh
character MUST be the same number of dots wide),

5T 4

The manUu. is \uv 5ﬁu€ﬁéu i, for one, find this a

; 1f tware.,

There are MANY wavs to lose text. For example, hit
RESET and the buffer clears. In general, destructive
buffer or  disk manipulations do  not  reguire
confirmation. Those that do seem to use the START Key
but are slow - when T ask it to delete & file, iype the
filename, then hit START nothing happen: untll I hit it
again dbﬂut i zecond later, or wait about 2 seconds 1o
hit it the first time, WHOOPS!

I am not a touch-typist but several people who are have
complalned about dropping churacters when the t:nge;,
start {lying, Based on my limited playing around with
the BI Key {discussed below), the program MUST READ THE
JOYSTICK  FORT BETWEEN EACH KEYSTROKE 4or more than one
response. 3ounds like a probable cause to me,

The program does not ailow vou fo ZireCtiy imoed
control codes in the text fa Ta LP'e {IHTRL
ATARIWRITER s {CNTRL0).  You have 4 printer macras
that can be zetup vis the driver program but that's it

The block operations i{move, copy, and deietel are very
size limited. I routinely used the black features of
LP to move half-pages around but FOU seems much more
Timited.

There is no "outdent® feature, that is i
of & paragraph except the firet fa la i
This is peally usefyll for numbered 1ist

PC is copy Qratcted PC uses & hardware Key that plugs
in joystick #2. Extra Keys are availabie only directiy
trom Bl for $30 - half the cost of the program. This
scheme  does not work properly with a small {fraction of
early 88675 due to a marg;nal" P14 chip fper Bl

The disk itsel is not protected and you are encouraged
to do so. But PC contains its ouwn internal DOS and
cannot be wused with any other DO, There goes ihe
RAMDISK and "Enhanced Density® operations on the 1838,
The master disk will NOT back itseld up.

FC iz reported to have trouble changing pitch or print
options within a single Vine of text on some orinters,
Since | have not hag this probiem, it may be orinter o
driver related.

Fipally, and 1 ¥now this will sound strange, 14 vou are
writing along and the program word wraps fo 3 new line,
vou cannot always correct with the backspace Key beyond
the line vyou are on - when you start to hack up io the
previous line the cursor will suddeniy scroll back io
the middle of the previcus paragraph and wall for vou
to mess up vour text. This doesn’i happen every time
but is startling when 1t does,

&fter reading this vou may Le wondering why anyone
would wuse the thing. MWell, I've converted over from
LETTER PERFECT and 1°d tike to briefly describe why.
First Jet me state that 1 truly Delieve if LJK had
setyp LETTER PERFECT fo uze @ standard DOS {ile
structure PC {and WT) would never have been markeled.
14 1 were =till writing oniy for my own use and never
sending text over the phone then I wouid have stayed
with LP. But I'm not and I REALLY needed DOS file
compatibitity, LJK's file utility is awkward and does
NOT work with the XL/XE7s. Now for the things 1 like
about PC.

It looks GREAT!  The font on the screen uses true
descenders and more. 1t tells you both where vou are
in the buffer and how much space you have left. 2 text
windows are normally available. Print preview works
well. In general, screen functions and appearance are




well-thought-out and attractive,

Help is available online - a compiete list of all
control Keystrokes - if you have the master in DI: and
are not using the 2nd window.

2 column printing is WUNDERFUL if vou're producing 2
newsletter or similar job.

Support is TREMENDOUS. So far all of my guestions not
answered by the manual have been answered within 24
hours by leaving a message on SIG#ATARI on Compuserye -
both authors and BI management are active online,

The program will print formatted output directly to
disk, useful if you're transmitting files.  Most
program features are user-adjustable.

PC supports using any Key as a macro and creating and
saving macros is very easy. You can even have multiple
magqo §iles available (although only 1 can be active at
a time),

In general, I find this program VERY nice. The update
due this summer that supports the extra RAM in a 138XE,
tixes several bugs, and supports the forthcoming BI 80
column board will make me 1ike PAPERCLIP even more. No
software is without bugs but BI seems really anxious to
find and fix them. 14 the problems discussed above are

those you can live with then I recommend paperclip
heartily,

PAPERCLIP is available +from Computer Discoveries for
under $48. See the newsletter for more information and
additional suppliers.

DON‘T FORGET!
Contribute an article this month.

BOARD ACTIONS
by Tos Burke, Sec’y

July 13, 1985 board seseting

BBS 5YSOP advised the board of BBS activity during the
past amonth., G5YS0P also advised board of interaittent
equipaent malfunctions. This resulted in board passing
aotions {1} to expend $125 max for a new 8" drive, (2)
exchanging club’s 884 computer for Tim Clarke’s BAHYL,
and {3} setting up committee (VP Commun. & SYSOP) to
review BBS future needs and present plans report at OCT
board smeeting i{this coemittee will consider 8 bit
machines, hard disks, and 57 machines).

Passed motion that club purchase 1888 shests paper and
a Epson ribbon for Jim Chaney, whose house, equipsent
and supplies have been used for approx. 2 years in
newsletter production. {The club wishes to extend its
gratitude te Jim. Thank youl.

Passed a motion that club pay $6.36 per side for
tibrary dick duplication and $6.2d for label furnished,
printed and applied to library disk.

Fassed a motion that Horris Stephens be the DAL-ACE
contact person for “Batteries Included®, a software
publiser,

Passed a motion that DAL-ACE treasurer and secretary
work out a proceedure and staffing plan for new member
signup at the Infomart meetings.

Passed 3 resolution of the DAL-ACE board of directors
{REF: Dallas Cosputer Council) that: (i) authorizes
club pres. and sec’y as primary reps {2) authorizes VP
Commun. and any board mesber as alternates (3) and that
those reps will {al...report all BCC actions, decisions
and plans...in a timely fashion...{b)...are enpowered
to represent DAL-ACE...and...act in behali of the
DAL-ACE  board  within limitations...{c}...chligate
DAL-ACE to annual expenditures, not to exceed $198. for
the  normal  operation of  DCC {d}...obligate
DAL-ACE...not to exceed $156. .. for the use of
... Informart.

Accepted a volunteer to investigate DAL-ACE’s agreesent
for the sale and distribution of "MYDOS® written by
club mesber Charles Harclett,




BASIC XE" Gives Your Atari 130XE" All
The Performance It Should Have Had In
The First Place

In the home computer races, the Atari 130XE stands out as a price leader. But using underpowered Atari
BASIC"™ on this otherwise fine machine is like racing in the Indy 500 with half your cylinders missing.

So don’t get left at the starting line with only half an “engine.” Change to the performance leader now! Buy
BASIC XE from OSS, the only programming language designed especially for the Atari 130XE.

Just look at what you get for one low sticker price:

BEST MILEAGE: With over 60,000 more bytes
for your programs, BASIC XE lets you use all the
memory you paid for.*

MORE HORSEPOWER: Run Atari BASIC pro-
grams 2 to 6 times faster.* Even with its incredible
power, BASIC XE is compatible with Atari BASIC.

BETTER HANDLING: With auto line number-
ing, renumbering, program cross referencing,
English error messages, and more.

CLASSIC DESIGN: Show off the sleek struc-
tured style of your own programs when you use
BASIC XE statements like PROCEDURE,
IF...ELSE, and WHILE... ENDWHILE.

FREE ACCESSORIES: Get over $100 worth of
Atari BASIC options FREE when you buy BASIC
XE: complete Player/Missile Graphics support,
string arrays, DOS access, SORT commands, read-
able listings...over 50 extras at no additional charge.

m If you're ready to step up to real performance...YOU need BASIC XE now!
m If you haven’t written your first BASIC program...YOU need BASIC XE now!
m If you're already a real pro in BASIC...YOU need BASIC XE now!

= BASIC XE may well be the best buy any Atari owner ever made.

*Want to know more? Call or write for free brochure or ask your local dealer.
Atari 130XE™ and Atari BASIC™ are U.S. registered trademarks of Atari Corporation.

oSS

Optimized Systems Software, Inc.

1221B Kentwood Avenue, San Jose, California 95129 (408) 446-3099




THE PASSING OF MPP - JUNE, 1985

by Morris Stephens

MPP (Microbits Peripheral Products), has filed for
Chapter 11 under the bankruptcy laws. Initial rumor is
that liquidation is certain to follow.

MPP (featured in the July issue of "Antic® Magazine is
that company which has for years provided some
excellent modems and interfaces for the Atari
computers,  I1f you ever hoped to buy one of their
excellent modems you may want to do so now while they
are  still available.  Most of the distributor’s
inventories have already been depleted. No one seems
to have any of the interfaces left. This is bad news
at a time when Atari is really begimning to pick up
again. No one seems to Know what will happen to either
the old products or the newly developed products, Ue
tan only hope that another company will pick up their
excellent products.

600D NEWS BELOW!'!!

MPP REORGANIZES AS SUPRA CORP - JULY, 1985

by Bigi Bisson, Antic Assistant Editor

ANTIC PUBLISHING INC., COPYRIGHT 1985.
REPRINTED BY PERMISSION.

Antic got the news that Microbits Peripheral Products
was going inte a reorganization just as our August
issue with the story about the company was about go on
the press. Frankly, we had time to pull out the story
although it might have made the issue a day or two
late.  But Antic publisher Jim Capparell made the
decision to let the MPP article ride, for the following
two reasons: First, our information made it seem Tikely
that the widely used MPP product line would continue to
be produced - even if perhaps under a different
corporate name. Second, even if MPP did shut its doors
permanently, the existing product inventory will be
available in stores for a year or more. And MPP
printer  buffers, interfaces, memory expanders and
modems are still among the best buys for the Atari.
Now that the dust has settled, here is what happened to
the Albany, Oregon third-party Atari peripherals
manufacturer,

Microbits Peripheral Products, Inc. was purchased by
Supra Corp. ~- which is owned by the 22-year-old
co-ouners of MPP, Alan Ackerman and John Wiley,
Legally, MPP is out of business, but Supra says that
the Microbits product Tine and even the brand name will
live on. According to Supra Vice President Ackerman,
MPP‘s  bank - worried about the current computer
industry slump - shut down Microbits in May and
threatened to ligquidate their assets,

Ackerman says this has been a tough time for some

THE MPF SaGcgaes

third-party Atari manufacturers.  *No stores were
ordering anything for the old Atari computers,” he
says. "They‘re all waiting for the 528ST to come out.®

Supra Corp. managed to purchase the bank’s share of MPP |
- essentially just the brand name. Microbits is now a
subsidiary of Supra and the partners have swapped
titles. Wiley, formerly Microbits V.P., is now
President of Supra Corp.

“I'm not sure exactly how much the MPP warranty will
have 1o be changed,® Ackerman says. *Some warranty
work that used to be free will now have a handling
tharge.®

It will also be harder for users to get through to the
Customer Service Department. *Be patient,” Ackerman
says, "There aren’t as many phone lines as before.” As
of now, the MPP phone number remains (503 ?67-9873,
but Ackerman says Supra will be moving to another
building this summer.

Supra Corp. still plans to release the new line of MPP
products  described in the August Antic. Supra is
currently taking orders for the MPP 12084 plug-in 1208
baud modem and the MicroNet system that enables as many
as eight Ataris tfo share printers and disk drives.
Anticipated for September is the MicroPort, an
expansion port that will enable hobbyists and
experimenters to build clocks, power supplies and other
add-ons for their Ataris.

The 18-megabyte $888 hard disk is delayed, but still on
the way, according to Ackerman.

Dealers and distribution networks will be most affected
by the reorganization. *Hopefully the end user won't
see noticable changes,” says Ackerman.
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PERSMNAL ADS
Atari BBOXL with OMNIMON = $138.08
&4 ATR 8088 = $300.60
2 QUME DS/DD Drives w/ case and ps.- $300.80
Commodore 1782 monitor 5 $260.60
Software,books, ANTIC/ANALOG mags., - $208.80
CPM, software, CPM books = $156.80
OR EVERYTHING FOR $1208.98

IF INTERESTED CALL TANDY PENN 3 235-8443
Atari 888 with OMNIMON/OMNIVIEW, BASIC, manuals, WICO
Joystick, & 2 cart. games - $140 firm,

IF INTERESTED CALL JOMN PELLET 3 791-3175




EDITORIAL STAFF

The current newsletter staff is listed below. The
titles are reasonably self-explanatory. We need
articles, programs, and volunteers. Call any of the
people listed below, PLEASE! '

Co-Edi tors: Mark Maxham, 238-5949
John Pellet, 792-3175

Art Editor: John Henson, 4%1-4154

Software Editor: John Peliet, 792-3173

Hardware Editor: Mark Maxham, 238-5949

Programming Editors:  Jeff Golden, 252-3248

Dave Billen, 245-2732
Production Manager: Jett Golden, 232-3248
Distribution Managers: Roger Markley, 231-4918

Steve Markiey, 231-4918

Cathy Barros, 348-8499

David Miller, 391-1924
Advertising Manager:
SIG Editor:

Book/Mag. Editor:

Morris Stephens, 214-325-4483
k¥ Uacant #3%
#4% Vacant ##x

Call John Pellet 792-3175 to volunteer. And the next
time you see one of these people, say THANKS!

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

Submissions will be accepted in any form. However, it
is extremely helpful i4 your submission(s) can conform
to the following format:

Condensed print {(16-17 CPI).

Column width: 56 characters per column (3 7/14 inches).
Column Tength: 9 inches {6 or 7 LPI - § preferred).
Right margin justification used with text.

Submitted to newsletter both printed out and on disk.

MEYSLETTER PRODUCTION SCHEDULE
SEPTEMBER Newsletter: Copy should be turned in to one
of the editors above by August 24th. FINAL deadline

and production meeting will be August 24th at 1:08 P
at Jim Chaney’s house, 714 E. Berkeley in Richardson.

#%% VENDOR RESERVATIONS #¥x

Vendor Reservations™ for Infomart are handled through
the Dallas Computer Council. For information on rates
and availability please call Gary Sewell at
214-727-4367

¥3% MEETING INFORMATION #xx
INFOMART - DALLAS, TEXAS

DIRECTIONS: From north Dallas, take either Stemmons
{1-35E) or the Dallas North Tollway SOUTH, If vou're
using Stemmons, take the Oak Lawn exit, furn feft
(east) and park at Infomart, on the left just afier vou
go under Stemmons. I you're using the tollway, exit
right on UWycliff, go left on Harry Hines to Dak Lawn
and turn right. Infomart will be on your right. From
the south, take Stemmons north to Dak Lawn, then follow
above. Its the big white steel and glass buiiding near
the other ‘marts. The main entrance faces Stemmons.
Guests are WELCOME!!

MEETING AGENDA
11:88 - 12:00 CLUB SALES - 15T FLOOR
11:38 - 12:88 NEW MEMBER 516
12:80 - 1:88 BUSINESS MEETING
1:88 - 2:80 CLUB DEMONSTRATION(S)
CLUB SALES - 157 FLOOR
2:88 - 4:88 DAL-ACE 516S

Meeting rooms and additional information will be posted
at the DAL-ACE booth at the main entrance, which will
be manned from 18AM to 4PM.  Final details on 516
times, newsletter dist., new member signup, library
sales, etc. will be worked out and posted at our booth.
GARAGE SALES WILL NOT TAKE PLACE AT THE SEPTEMBER
MEETING - but should resume in October.

OCTOBER MEETING: The meeting will be October 12, 1995
at Infomart - schedule next month.

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT

Personal FOR SALE or WANT ads are free to current
members.

COMMERCIAL RATES:
Full page {7 1/2° Hby * W)
Half page (7 1/2° H by 4 1/4° V) $25.08
Buarter page (3 1/2° H by 4 1/4* V) ... $15.00

Commercial ads must be camera ready. Ad deadiine is
the 15th of the month. Mail or deliver copy to DAL-ACE
Newsletter, P. 0. Box 851872, Richardson, TX,
73885-1872 or call Mr, Morris Stephens at 214-525-4483.

#3 DISCLAIMER #x

The material contained in this newsletter reflect the
opinion of the authors.  Members are encouraged to
offer opposing opinions at any time. We will not,
knowingly, publish fraudulent or malicious material.
The purpose of this newsletter is to present
information for your consideration. The reader is the
final judge of any product or advice presented. ...JLP




DAL-ACE OFFICERS

PRESIDENT.evvcavvvssss DAVE GILLEN ........... 272-4273
VICE-PRESIDENT........ NORRIS STEPHENS . (214) 525-4483
V.P. COMUNICATIONS .. JOHN PELLET ........... 792-3175
SECRETARY..ccooeausess TOM BURKE ............. 644-8432
TREASURER. .cocoovacase DON ADAMS ..00vvvvesso. 358-2204
MEMBER-AT-LARGE....... TIM CLARKE ............ 331-4858
NEMBER-AT-LARGE....... BOB DAIN .............. 338-194¢
MEMBER-AT-LARGE....... ROGER MARKLEY ......... 231-6918
NEMBER-AT-LARGE....... JOHN OLSIN ............ 278-8814
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR..... MRK MNAXHAM oooooeeen.. 238-5949
EDUCATION.....o0o00000 AL NELSON .........DAYS 357-343¢4
BULLETIN BOARD........ HOWARD CHANG .......BBS 548-3278
DISK LIBRARY...c0c00.. JEFF GOLDEN ........... 252-3268

DAL-ACE BULLETIN BOARD ........... METRO (817) 548-327¢8

P. 0. BOX 851872

RICHARDSON, TEXAS ~75085-1872

DAL-ACE
DALLAS ATARI COMPUTER ENTHUSIASTS

DAL-ACE is an independent, user education group
not affiliated with ATARI, INC. This is the
official newsletter of DAL-RCE and is intended
for the education of its aeabers as well as for
the dissemination of inforsation concerning
ATARE computer products.

DAL-ACE amembership is $16.86 per year, This
newsletter is written, edited, and published by
club volunteers, Its availability and/or

, distribution may, at times, be subject to

circuastances beyond the control of the club
officers. Mesbers will note that their
sesbership renewal amonth appears as the first
three {3) letters on the address label.

Other ATARI user groups may obtain copies of
this newsletter on an exchange basis.

ALL MATERIAL IN THIS NEWSLETTER MAY BE REPRINTED
IN ANY FORM, PROVIDED THAT DAL-ACE AND THE
AUTHOR,  IF  APPLICABLE, ARE BIVEN CREDIT,
LIKEWISE, PORTIONS OF THIS NEWSLETTER ARE
REPRINTED FRON OTHER NEWSLETTERS AND ARE S0
NOTED.
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